
 
Skyview High School 
1775 High Sierra Blvd. 
Billings, MT  59105 
 
Aug. 2020   
Dear Skyview Senior and Parents: 
 
Senior year is HERE!  There is a lot to do, but you have access to a great deal of help.  This is a long letter, but packed 
with important information the counseling staff at Skyview would like to share.  Our department’s goal is to have 
100% of the senior class formulate and commit to a post-secondary plan in order to promote a successful transition 
into the next phase of their life.  
 
COUNSELING SERVICES: In our practice, we promote the foundation for life-long learners and productive citizens 
by way of providing curriculum in the areas of academic, career, and personal/social life skills. We advocate for our 
students in collaboration with their parents and staff.  We offer initial crisis intervention with assistance to referrals 
to outside services. We want seniors to independently seek community resources for themselves or others when in 
crisis.  
 
APPOINTMENTS- We are here for you any time,  both parents and students.  You can e-mail us, call us or make an 
appointment.   To make an appointment or find out our contact information go to Skyview’s website and under 
department choose Counseling Center.  There you can click on the “Make an Appointment” button or click on the 
“Counseling Staff” button for our contact information.  There may be times we are in classrooms or meetings, so we 
encourage you to make an appointment and not just drop by.  We do not want to waste your valuable time. 
 
ACADEMICS/ATTENDANCE- School is your job. Being on time, being attentive and getting your work done on 
time are critical to your success; not just in school but in your future career as well.  Continue to check your grades 
on  PowerSchool regularly.  Communicate with your teachers. Remember we are here to assist you with your needs. 
Please come see us!  Students who fail courses usually do so for one of two reasons- not turning in work and/or not 
attending regularly. Our goal is for seniors to graduate with communication, conflict resolution, critical thinking and 
empathy skills as they transition into adulthood. 
 
POSTSECONDARY PLANNING: This is the year to finalize postsecondary plans. To many it can seem overwhelming, 
but we offer many opportunities for support.  Further education or training beyond high school is the most 
important step for success in today’s society.  There are many options for postsecondary training; on the job 
training, certificates, Associate’s degrees, or Bachelor’s degree.   Consider your own strengths and interests, 
financial resources, academic ability and personal goals.  Learn about the job market, various career choices, 
volunteer opportunities, and about the colleges or training programs that seem best for you.  The guidance center 
offers a wealth of information regarding post-secondary opportunities, but … you and your parent have to make use 
of these resources.  
 
SENIOR ORIENTATION- Counselors will meet with all seniors Aug. 31st  through Sept. 3rd during their government 
or social studies classes to build a postsecondary plan!  Please ask your student to share with you the information 
given to them.  Students will be informed how to continue their post-secondary planning and what they must 
continue to do to achieve graduation status.  
 
COLLEGE FAIR - The 2020 Montana College Fair will be virtually  held on Sept. 22.  Please go to 
www.MontanaColleges.com/virtualevents 
 
COLLEGE APPLICATION WEEK is Sept. 28-Oct 2.  Many Montana schools waive the college application cost during 
this week! We encourage students to use this time to apply to 4 year schools, 2 years schools, certificate programs, 



trade schools or set up times to meet with military recruiters.  Students should sign up for personal assistance on 
Sept 28 in our library.  You must sign in on our website for an appointment. 
 
TESTS - ACT/SAT -Senior college-bound students who want to retake the ACT should sign up for the Sept. 12th, Oct. 
24th or the Dec. 12th test date.  Results of these tests will help in your college selections.  Go to www.act.org  to 
register. You need to create an account. Make sure you use a personal email, NOT your school email. ACT emails to 
school accounts get lost in the school filter. If your student would qualify for free or reduced lunch, they could get 
the ACT and/or SAT testing for free.  When they take the SAT under the fee waiver, they will be sent 4 vouchers to 
apply to four colleges for FREE. 
MAKE UP ACT FROM 2019- Because we were not able to offer the ACT to all juniors last spring, we will test 
the seniors on Oct 6th.  Watch for more details. 
● If you need your ACT score- your transcript will have your ACT scores as long as you entered in Skyview’s 
ACT code - 270079- when you registered. Colleges will want ACT scores sent directly from your ACT account so it is 
important that you sign up for an account at www.act.org. 
● Some schools/NCAA/NAIA require official test scores.  To receive these you must log into the testing site 
directly, fill out the request and pay the fee.  
 
MUS Scholarship - Remember, to qualify for the Montana University System Honor Scholarships (MUS) 
(tuition waived for 4 years to a Montana State University!), you must take a college entrance exam (ACT) by 
December, at the latest.   You must also have applied and been accepted to a Montana University. To gain 
information about the MUS, go online to http://mus.edu.  We have direct links to this MUS site and the ACT or SAT 
on the student’s Career Cruising site. Applicants must also complete college rigorous core courses to include either 
3 years of Math (at least Algebra 2) and 4 years of Science or 4 years of Math and 3 years of Science. Please check 
your schedule to make sure you are taking courses that would allow you to qualify.  Applications can not be 
completed until after 1st semester, but are due mid-March of 2021! 
 
MILITARY – If you are considering the military, either full-time or ROTC (to pay for college), recruiters come in a 
variety of times or if you request we can set up a meeting.  If you plan to go the ROTC route, please see your 
counselor soon.  If you are thinking of going to a military academy, please see your counselor ASAP, as deadlines 
occur early.  To enter the military, you will need to take the ASVAB  (Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery) 
test which measures job related aptitudes. It is open to any student in their sophomore to senior year.  The ASVAB 
test is planned to be given at Skyview on Wednesday, April 7, during class periods 1, 2, and 3.  Students need to sign 
up in the Counseling Center by March 31th at 3 pm.  There is no charge for this test. 
 
FINANCIAL AID –   We encourage all students who are considering any type of postsecondary training to apply for 
financial aid!  Even if families do not receive grants, this is the only way for students to be awarded work study 
hours.  Many out of  state schools or scholarships require you to apply for FAFSA before awarding you a financial aid 
package or allowing you to apply for their scholarship. Schools use this information to build their financial awards. 
The FAFSA window opens October 1.  SAVE all PIN and log in info.  You must submit for FAFSA EACH year! 
● Step one - get a FAFSA PIN.   See the FAFSA PIN link on Career Cruising and secure PIN numbers for yourself 
and your parent at any time.  These will be used as your electronic signature when you complete the FAFSA 
paperwork.  Store these PIN numbers and any passwords in a safe location.    
● Step 2 -  Complete the FAFSA.  
● Step 3 - Once you receive your SAR (student aid report) estimate, compare your total college costs.  Try 
using College Abacus (collegeabacus.org) or College Scorecard (collegescorecard.ed.gov). 
● Step 4- Later, toward winter, your colleges will send you a financial aid report , based off your SAR.  
● Step 5 - Explore  additional college financing options - ex. scholarships,  tuition payment plans, loans. Be a 
wise consumer- you do NOT have to accept all loans.  Know the difference between them, the interest charged and 
the payment plans. 
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SCHOLARSHIPS – Scholarships available through Skyview are advertised in several ways:  1) a list posted inside the 
guidance office 2) on Skyview’s website, under the department - Counseling Center; under college/career; under 
financial aid.  Letters of recommendation may be needed for scholarships and college admissions.  Seek out those 
whom you would like to write your letters early and can write a positive letter about you.   Watch deadlines that 
occur over breaks and plan ahead. We have developed a recommendation request form for you to fill out and give to 
those you are asking to write letters of recommendation.  This will increase the effectiveness of your letters.  This is 
found on our counseling website; under the Parents/Students tab, and in the Seniors section. 
 
TRANSCRIPT REQUESTS: Over the next year students will need official transcripts sent to a variety of sources. 
Students should stop in and ask Treva for an official transcript or request for them to be mailed.  In May, seniors will 
fill out their senior survey and at that time designate where they want their final transcript mailed.  Final transcripts 
will be mailed in mid-June, after all grades have been recorded.  
 
DUAL CREDIT/AP/COLLEGE COURSES: One great way to save money is to take advantage of the free or 
significantly reduced post secondary courses available.  We offer a wide variety of courses whether the post 
secondary plan is a 4 year college, 2 year college, trade school or certificates! Build a plan, using the next year, to get 
a head start on your post secondary goals! 
 
WAIVERS FOR TESTING FEES AND COLLEGE APPLICATIONS - Students who meet required financial 
qualifications may get ACT/SAT fees and college application fees waived.  See your counselor.  
 
COLLEGE VISITS – Students are encouraged to do official college visits.  Absences can be waived for 3 school days 
missed for this purpose.  Please see your counselor for the form.  
 
NCAA/NAIA-  If you have any desire to play a collegiate sport apply to the NCAA or NAIA.  We have direct links to 
each site on Career Cruising.  There are requirements on course units, GPA and ACT test scores to meet eligibility. 
You should begin this application process ASAP. 
 
CERTIFICATE/APPRENTICESHIP/TRADE PROGRAMS- We encourage you to look at all options of postsecondary 
education!  Certificate, apprenticeships and trade programs can lead to a high salary, high demand careers in a short 
duration of time with less debt.  Our own Adult Ed. offers a variety of certificate programs.  Use this year to take 
courses within BPS schools to get a jump start on your course loads. Even students who plan to go into a 4 year 
program should consider training in these areas. You can earn a competitive wage as you work going to school OR 
these programs can give you a leg up as you compete to enter competitive degrees! 
 
STUDENT ANNOUNCEMENTS – This is the year to watch and read the student announcements.  There will be lots 
of senior specific announcements. Also, use our Counseling Dept Website and Career Cruising.  
 
GOOGLE CLASSROOM: The Skyview counseling department will use Google Classroom to share information and 
documents. Students log into the Senior Classroom in the Counseling Classroom to access all this information.  Use 
code cxfmkxc 
 
STUDENT EMAIL:  In order to prepare you for post secondary life, professional communication.  We will also 
communicate with students via their email.  Students now have new accounts, they will need to log into their new 
email.  They can access their new email account by firstname.lastname@billingsstudents.org.   We encourage 
students to check their email frequently. 
 
CAREER EMPLOYMENT/APPRENTICESHIPS: Each year we are contacted by local businesses who are looking for 
graduates who wish to jump directly into the workforce.  These opportunities offer good wages and benefits. 
Likewise we also post apprenticeship opportunities. Please watch our website.  
 

mailto:firstname.lastname@billingsstudents.org


As counselors, we are here to help you with your future plans, as well as with academic or personal concerns.  We 
hope you will seek us out and make good use of our resources.  Hopefully, by working together, we can have a great 
year that provides a smooth transition to your future.  
 
COUNSELORS  
Students A-J Students K-S Students T-Z 
Marilyn Anderson Jamie McIlvain Tina Boone 
281-5305 281-5307 281-5308 
andersonm@billingsschools.org mcilvainjl@billingsschools.org boonet@billingsschools.org 
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